1856.] 
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26 On Main Foma of Fistula in Ano, tc nth reference chiefly to their Veal- 
ment without dividing the Sphincter Muscle,.-. Mr. Hird read, Oct. 20th,, before 
the Medical Socioty of London, a paper on tins subject, and aUo gftvo his opin- 
{!? : n faYour of tho treatment of many special cases of complcto fistula by 
means of tho ligature. Aftor alluding to the painful and hazardous °P 01rat, £™j 
Sised by surgeons for tho euro of fistula until a more correct view wasi taken 
Ki disease by Porcevall Pott, by whoso influenco and os ample tho barba¬ 
rous treatment at that timo had recourse to was renounced by the profession in 
this country, tho author gave a minute description of tho anatomical ^tnicturo 
if the lower part of tho rectum, and of tho tissues which fill up tho lBchio-iectal 
f „ nnd observed that may obscure collections of matter can only bo din,,- 
nosed' by those'who are familiar with tho complicated fasoial and inuscu ar 
boundaries of tho spaco surrounding tho extremity of the cut. Mr. II rd t e 
dr^crihed tho varieties of spontaneous abscess which affect tins region, ana 
i ve the result of several cases of fistula which lmd not 

laid hare its trails, in which no operation was performed; nnd strongly opposed 
the abortion mado by Mr. Syme, and many other surgeons who have written 
on this disease, “that all remedial me = except thokmfe, ««• .neffectu. . 


fin this disease, "that all remedial measures, mwuhhu ., *r: * 

As a preventive treatment against tho formation of fistula, ho urficd tho neces- 
rity o? freely laying open alf abscesses in tho neighbourhood of tl^ 

?2 tho walls of tho bowel aro laid bare. The incision should bo directed from 
before backwards, and not transversely, so that tho discharge may j ltv ™ ™ 
mechanical difficulties to overcome in its exit. When the abscess> does not 
close by tho ordinary process of granulation, Mr. Hird advises tho uso of 
inicctions of nitrate of silver (four grains to the ounce), and the application of 
Shndbstcd pressure on tho part. In two cases of eight and ten years' stand- 
inrr in which this treatment was not successful, ho effected a.cure> by' nmans of 
a platinum wire heated by electricity, and connoctcd with tho poles of a gal 
rnnio battery similar to tho one usU by Mr. Marshall for applying electric 
cautery to fistulous openings in the cheek, and advises the' 
before resorting to division of tho septum. In cases of completo fistuln, tho 
author has no confidence in any treatmentexcept that oflaying thooavijs' ot ^ 
abscess nnd of tho rectum into ono by dividing the sphincters. Uns, no sam, 
might bo accomplished either by means of tho kmfo, tho 
heat Although tho knifo is tho favounto instrument of the majority ofaur 
cons, ho S tho of the ligature in .allI 
vpinR nro unusually larco, or when tho pationt has a dread ot tho kniio. no 
considers also that thm method of operating possesses 
knife in many special cases, and, if judiciously applied, and only tigntcnea oy 
means of tho iistula-tourniquct to a degree of tension sufficient to aceoniplish 
tho division of tho septum, is not so painful astho°P®™* ™ Vshort^aco 
so in tho after-treatment, and frequently accompbshes a cur 0 m a*\ortcr spaco 
of timo. Hemorrhage and tho dread ot a cutting oporat 1®” ® Brodie 

nlan Mr. Ilird’s expericnco does not confirm tho opinion of bir 11. liroa e, 
that all fistulm hav6 an internal orifice leading into the rectum; neither do his 
olisetviltions verify tho opinion of mnny writers, that fistula) nro most frequent- 
lv ftuind in phthisical patients; but, on tho contrary, aro in harmony with tho 
views of Amlrnl nnd Louis, both of whom demonstrate,, by 8 ‘“ tle, “<|.j’S"™ 
that these affections, occurring simultaneously in tho same individual, aro 
merely the Soficddent, ifndtlmt they do.not.stand tci each other in tho 
relation of cause nnd offect .—Med, Times and Gazette, Oct. 27th, 1855. 


27. Dislocation of the Humerus backwards into the Infra-spinous Fossa, Dr. 
- -- - J ’-- 3 (Tho Dublin Quarterly Journal of Med. Science , Aug. 

> _.. rlialnAiitinn. 


Mtuaiccir Coi.li's relates'(The Dublin Quarterly Journal of Med. Science, Aug. 
1855" an ilresting onso of this extremely rare disloont.ou. winch presented 
itself to him in October, 1851, at tho Month Hospital. 

“Tlifi R.il.inet was an old woman, very thin, with w< 


self to him in October, 1851, at tho wo Bin "«««»•. .. mu _ clcB Tho 

"The subject was an old wopinn, very thin, with wcnk flnbby muscles, 
accident occurred thus: ns sho was walking along tho pathway, with n 
under her arm, sho slipped off and fell forwards on her ehouldor; sho imme¬ 
diately camo up to tho hospital, feeling that her shoulder was hurt. 
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“ Upon stripping tbo shoulder the very remarkable symptoms of dislocation 
backwards wore at onco readily perceived. In placo of tho natural rounded 
prominence in front, thore was a deep depression or pit, into which the finger 
could bo pressed ; thero was flattening of tbo shoulder on tbo outer sido, below 
tho acromion, and a largo rounded prominenco was felt at tbo back of the 
scaphlo, below tbo spine. This prominenco was subcutaneous, and wa3 easily 
ascertained to bo the head of tho bono, upon rotation of tho arm. The elbow 
projected forwards and a little out from tho sido; tho axis of tho limb ran from 
the prominenco abovo mentioned downwards and forwards; tho length of tho 
limb, from the tip of the acromion to tho point of tho elbow, was not altered. 
Tho patient was cithor unable or unwilling to attempt motion of any kind, and 
when desired to do so she moved the scapula on tho trunk. Wo woro,however, 
ablo to rotato tho arm freely, to approximate it to the side, and to bring it for¬ 
ward. Wo could not raiso it or bring it in a backward direction without rota¬ 
tion of tho scapula. In our manipulations we experienced no difficulty from 
tho occurrence of tumefaction or effusion, owing to tho recent nature of tho 
accident, nor did tho patient complain of much pain. Tho dislocation was 
readily reduced. Mr. Gcorgo Portor mndo extension by raising the arm to a 
right angle with the body, and drawing it outwnrds and slightly forwards, at 
the samo timo rotating it. I fixed tho scapula with tho palms of my hands, 
and made pressure on tho displaced head of tho bono; with very slight effort 
tbo bono roturned to its natural place, and the symptoms of dislocation disap¬ 
peared. Tho patient recovered tho uso of her arm at once, and did not return 
to the hospital. * , 

"All surgical authorities are agreed upon the extremo rarity of this form of 
dislocation—not more than eight or ten being on record. Boyer attributes this 
rarity to tho fact that muscular action lias no part in bringing about this dislo¬ 
cation. According to him tho accident occurs by a fall on tho Bido with the 
arm extended and advanced; and it will require a vory considerable force to 
be applied to tbo elbow before the bono can bo thrust outwards or backwards; 
it is manifest, howover, even when tho accident occurs in tho manner de¬ 
scribed by Boyer, that tbo action of the muscles, which attach tho scapula 
to the trunk, largoly assist in producing the dislocation. By these muscles 
tho scapula iB fixed, while at tho same moment tho humerus is converted into 
a powerful lever of the first order. Its centre rests on tho sido of tho chest, the 
violence is applied at tho elbow, and it is only when this violence is sufficient 
to rupturo the capsulo, and overcome tho action of tho muscles about the capsule, 
that dislocation can occur. The muscles which fix the scapula assist in causing 
tho accidont, for if tho glenoid cavity wero not fixed by thorn, tho violcnco ap¬ 
plied to tho elbow would causo it to follow tho head of tho bono in its movements, 
and render dislocation impossible. Tho possibility of dislocation by a direct 
blow on tbo front of tho shoulder does not appear to lmvo struck Boyer, nor do 
I well know how to account for its producing dislocation in tho present instancy, 
unless by supposing that tho glenoid cavity was altered by ago and rheumatic 
disease. It is well known, these causes are sufficient to flatten the cavity, and 
give it a greater breadth in tho backward direction. In tbo London Medical 
Gazetto for 1833 a somewhat parallel case will bo found, in which an old woman, 
falling on tho front of tho joint, dislocated it backwards. From the feel of tho 
joint, when reduced, both Mr. Portor and I woro of opinion that tho dislocation 
would be easily reproduced; tbo patient, howovor, novev returned to tho hos¬ 
pital, and we are ignornnt of her subsequent history. I have thought it right 
to put tho case on record, as tho accident is rare ; but I regret that l am not 
ablo to throw moro light upon what may bo called tho mechanism of its occur¬ 
rence.” 

28. Treatment of Fractures by the Starched Apparatus.— Benjamin Hunt has 
published, in tbo Association Medical Journal, reports of thirty cases of fracture, 
'taken indiscriminately from amongst man}' others treated in liko manner at 
the Queen's Hospital, Birmingham. We present a tabular viow of these oases, 
with tho remarks of the author 



